Malignant transformation of meningeal melanocytoma: a case report.
Intracranial meningeal melanocytoma is an uncommon tumor that is considered benign. We formerly reported an intracranial meningeal melanocytoma. Here we report a extremely rare case of malignant transformation of this tumor. A 49-year-old man complained of a headache. Magnetic resonance scanning revealed a mass in the left frontal region. The patient underwent gross total removal of the tomor in 1994. The histological findings showed a meningeal melanocytoma. In 1998, he underwent gamma-knife surgery for local recurrence. An additional operation was performed in 1999 became tumor growth was not stopped. The tumor was partially excised by left frontal craniotomy. Histopathological examination revealed a malignant melanoma originating from a melanocytoma. The tumor was composed of a proliferation of severely atypical melanocytoid cells with slightly irregular nuclei and prominent nucleoli, associated with necrosis and hemorrhage. Mitotic figures were encountered occasionally. After six months, he died from cerebrospinal fluid dissemination of this tumor. To our knowledge, this is the first report of malignant transformation of an intracranial meningeal melanocytoma.